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The facts about
Lung Cancer

Lung Cancer By the numbers
•	Each year in the US, approximately 220,000 people are diagnosed with 

lung cancer, and more than 157,000 die of the disease.1 

•	Lung cancer takes more lives than breast, prostate and colon cancers 
combined; it accounts for nearly 30% of all cancer deaths.1

•	African American males have the highest incidence of lung cancer and the 
highest death rate.1

Five-Year Survival Rates 1

Percentage of Cancers Diagnosed Before they have Spread 1-3

Lung cancer Incidence Rates 4 

•Men’s lung cancer incidence rates began declining more than 20 years ago, 
while women’s rates just recently began to decline slightly. 1,5
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Causes of Lung Cancer
•	Smoking is the leading cause of lung cancer.1

•	Exposure to radon is the second leading cause of lung cancer, and the 
leading cause among people who have never smoked.6 

•	Other risk factors include:1

  - lung scarring from tuberculosis 
  - occupational or environmental exposure to: 
	 m secondhand smoke
	 m radiation
	 m asbestos

•	Genetic predisposition may also play a role in lung cancer development.1

•	Between 20,000 to 30,000 people who have never smoked are diagnosed 
with lung cancer in the U.S. each year.9

•	At least 43% of all lung cancers are diagnosed in people who have already 
quit smoking.6  As the number of people who have quit smoking increases, 
this percentage will continue to grow.8 

•	Although quitting smoking greatly reduces the risk of lung cancer, a 
significant risk can remain for up to 30 years.10,11

		  m air pollution 
		  m arsenic
		  m some organic chemicals

© 2011 National Lung Cancer Partnership

NEW CASES OF LUNG CANCER 1, 8-10

(All numbers approximate)

To learn more about lung cancer, visit www.NationalLungCancerPartnership.org
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